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Ragpicking, explained this would-be pluto-
crat, is one of Japan's most highly organized
industries. The city is divided into districts and
certain ragpicking chiefs operate in each division.
In Shibuya ward, where Grandpa Tanaka does his
collecting, there are five such organizations. His
boss controls nineteen ragpickers. Each man
brings his collection to the dump, sorts out his
wares and ties them into bales of about a 125
pounds each. "When the day's work is done they
all gather in a nearby shanty which is their exclu-
sive clubhouse, and exchange tips, information
and current gossip*
Grandpa Tanaka has reached the top of his
profession and is content to rest upon his laurels.
He is now a "free-lancer." Not so fortunate are
many other members. Jiro, a bright young boy
who at this moment joined the circle, explained that
he was just an apprentice- This means that he
receives room and board and around fifteen yen
a month. He has more than a year to go before
he can become a full-fledged ragpicker. Already
he has been doing this sort of work for a year*
I asked Jko how he happened to take up this
sordid profession.
"It's hard to get any" kind of a job. My
father could not support me any longer and, since